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Scholarship winners have been determined and have been posted to our web-
site. Congratulatory letters will be going out soon! We had many very good 
applicants, and the decisions were quite difficult, but we trust that those who 
were fortunate enough to be recipients will put the money to good use. 

As we had to cancel our Youth Day Recognition Ceremony due to the 
COVID19 crisis response, our Junior nominees will receive their certificates 
via mail. 

We also had great news from the Elks National Foundation’s Most Valuable 
Student Selection Committee! One of Lodge 80’s nominated students, Flo-
pateer Habib, a student at Waverly High School, was selected as one of the 20 
national finalists, and as such will receive at minimum a $20,000 ENF scholar-
ship! He is also in the running for the $30,000, $40,000, and $50,000 scholar-
ships! We recognized Flopateer at our Youth Night last year. Hopefully we 
will receive even more good news about this outstanding young man! 

In other scholarship news, we have been notified by the Nebraska State Elks 
Association that three Lodge 80 applicants were awarded scholarships.: Flo-
pateer Habib and Kevin Coffey won MVS awards, and Ethan Lavelle (Dave 
and Sandy Reiber’s grandson) won a PER scholarship. Congratulations to 
these winners! 

Scholarship Updates 

The Gratitude Grant was the only grant that was available on April 1 this year, 
and the Elks National Foundation informed us that they were encouraging lodges 
to apply for that grant to give to a local organization that already had the frame-
work in place to give aid to the community during COVID19. 

It was proposed that we apply for this grant to help fund a project with which we 
are well acquainted., WE CAN DO THIS at the F Street Community Center, and 
passed by the membership at our April 1, 2020 meeting. This center serves one of 
the lowest income area in the city. WE CAN DO THIS is working to provide a 
bag of food each week to every student (about 70 in all) who would normally 
have had breakfast and lunch at school, except the schools are closed due to 
COVID19. 

Our grant application was accepted, the $2,500 check received from ENF, and it 
is on its way to the founder of WE CAN DO THIS, Susie Brown. Susie was 
recognized as Lodge 80’s Citizen of the Year in 2017 for the work she did in 
founding this grassroots organization, which began in 2015 when her daughter 
brought to her attention that kids at the F Street Community Center where she 
worked were going hungry all weekend.  

We know Susie will put this grant money to good use feeding children who might 
not otherwise eat. All Lodge 80 members can rest secure that the Lodge is doing 
its part to help support our community in this time of crisis. 

Gratitude Grant News 

Give to Lincoln Day is an event that encourages people to contribute to 
Lincoln and Lancaster County nonprofit organizations. Give to Lincoln 
Day is coordinated by Lincoln Community Foundation, in partnership 
with local nonprofit organizations. Every donation made through Give 
to Lincoln Day makes a bigger impact, because nonprofits also get a 
proportional share of a $500,000 matching fund. 

Making a donation: 

Online donations can be made with a credit/debit card at 
www.givetolincoln.com from May 1 starting at 12:00am, through May 
28 at 11:59pm.  

Offline donations (checks) will follow a special process this 
year. Checks must be written to “Lincoln Community Foundation” 
with the nonprofit name specified in the memo line, and mailed to the 
address below (postmarked by May 23): 

Lincoln Community Foundation 
215 Centennial Mall South, Suite 100 
Lincoln NE 68508 

Is there a minimum / maximum donation? 

The minimum donation on www.givetolincoln.com is $10. 

There is no maximum donation limit. Household gifts exceeding 
$10,000 per nonprofit will be eligible for match fund dollars up to 
$10,000, and any amount in excess of $10,000 will not be eligible for 
the match fund. 

What does all of this mean for the Elks? 

The Elks scholarship fund is eligible to receive funds through the Give 
to Lincoln Day event. This is the sixth year we have participated in this 
event, and have increased our base scholarship fund each year. If you 
have ever wanted to give to the scholarship fund, now is the time. All 
contributions are tax deductible and will be increased by the matching 
funds through the Lincoln Community Foundation. The Lincoln Elks 
Lodge makes a huge impact on the community with the scholarships 
that we give. We should be very proud that we can have an impact on 
so many young adults in the area. Any contributions that you can make 
to the scholarship fund will help keep this program strong, and will 
ensure the viability of this program well into the future. To contribute, 
go to www.givetolincoln.com and search for Lincoln Elks Lodge #80 
Charitable Fund Inc. There will also be a link on our web site 
elks80.org under the “Announcements” heading. 

Give to Lincoln Day 2020 



It’s only fitting that it’s snowing today. I used to think that once you got into April, 
that white stuff was not going to happen. As it turns out, I am very wrong. In the last 
25 years, in fact, it has snowed at least 8 times after April 1. I suppose that if you 
were a statistician you could figure out the probability of when it was going to snow 
in April. 
I am told that even in the most stressful moments that each of us (could) face, a 
fresh snowfall maintains an almost supernatural power to calm us down -- mind, body 
and soul. This “snow” could not have happened at a more appropriate time. 
It seems that when you turn on the news, all that you hear is more information about 
the virus. But what about the good news? Since our organization doesn’t blow its 
own horn, I thought it would be appropriate to let you in on some of the good our 
organization is doing across the US. Right here in Nebraska, the Grand Island Lodge 
used a grant from the National Elks Foundation to continue a project in the commu-
nity. The Lodge in Idaho Springs, ID opened their dining room to support providing 
food and supplies for their communities. The Temple, TX Lodge presented a 
$1,000.00 contribution to Feed My Sheep foundation to purchase a new freezer. The 
Santa Maria, CA fed the local night Nursing staff meatloaf dinners. Finally, our lodge 
(Lincoln #80) presented the $2,500.00 Gratitude Grant to the F Street Community 
Center help continually feed 75 low income children. F Street, in case you did not 
realize it, is a nonprofit community center dedicated to fighting hunger. Did you real-
ize that one in five children in Nebraska is at risk for hunger? I am glad we can help! 
As we are in the midst of turmoil between political opponents vying for headlines, it 
seems that the news hasn’t changed. Your surroundings haven’t changed. TV hasn’t 
changed. But there is something rising in the East. That something is Hope. 
Alfred Lord Tennyson once wrote “Hope smiles from the threshold of the year to 
come, whispering 'it will be happier'...” 
If you haven’t joined our Facebook page or visited our Webpage please do. In the 
next few weeks, we will be letting you know how we might (possibly) slowly reopen 
our lodge. How you can attend our meetings (without physically being there) or how 
you can have a drive-in dinner and more exciting things to come. 
I am not sure which character in Winnie-the-Pooh said this that the “River(s) know 
this: there is no hurry. We shall get there some day.” Hang in there WE will be seeing 
you in our Lodge. 
An Addendum: I would like to thank Jerry for the time that he spent working for all 
of us in our lodge. He was a big part of our Lodge for many, many years. When you 
see him please tell him Thanks!  
Stay safe, Stay Healthy and Stay Connected. 
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Our Members decide whether their Lodge is a place where 
they will want to invest their time, talent, and treasure. Many 
opportunities for good times and good works can be under-
taken during the coming summer and fall months. 
 
For May, if conditions allow, please consider having a pro-
gram for any or all of the special days that fall during the 
month. They can stimulate interest among the Members and 
bring something different and refreshing into the Lodge. 
 
Consider a Mother’s Day program to honor the wonderful 
women who have dedicated themselves to raising their chil-
dren. It is an opportunity for Lodges to shine, often with a 
brunch followed by a program. Don’t forget the flowers. 
There is a ritual provided in the Rituals of Special Services 
available on the Grand Lodge website. 
 
Given our history of support for our military and veterans, 
consider doing something for Armed Forces Day and Memo-
rial Day. They are good occasions to pay respect to those who 
served and to reach into our communities to develop relation-
ships. 
 
I hope the new Financial Reporting System has been imple-
mented in your Lodge. Grand Lodge wants Elkdom to prosper 
in our communities. The system has been developed and ap-
proved by the membership to help identify Lodges having 
problems and provide opportunities to bring in needed re-
sources. 
 
Looking ahead, in June you might want to start thinking about 
Father’s Day, Flag Day (a mandatory service), and the sub-
mission of your audit report. Planning for these events well in 
advance can make them more enjoyable and better supported 
by the Members.  

Exalted Ruler 
Lodge No. 80 
2020-2021 
Harry Montag 

Grand Exalted Ruler, 2019-2020 
Robert L. Duitsman 
Message from the GER 
Grand Lodge Newsletter, 
May 2020 
 
The Game Plan for Incoming Lodge 
Leaders. 

Greetings! I hope this newsletter finds you all safe and well. Even though our lodge is temporarily closed, the work does go on! First, I’d like to thank Jerry 
Wilson for all the work he has faithfully performed over the past decade plus. As I am learning, the position of Secretary is not a piece of cake, although one 
may enjoy a piece while performing the duties! 

I’d like to thank all of you who have paid your dues. We understand that the current COVID-19 situation may have interrupted some of our members’ cash 
flow temporarily, and we know you will remit when you are able – but for those of you who are able to pay, we’d certainly appreciate if you would do so. The 
economic stimulus check may provide a good opportunity for you to do this. 

As a refresher about ways to remit dues and contributions – you can always send a check to the lodge, but you can also pay via PayPal online using your debit 
or credit card. Larry Klein, our webmaster, has established a link on our webpage that will allow you to use the cart function in PayPal to 
make single or multiple dues payments; make donations to the Elks National Foundation, our lodge building fund, or the lodge scholarship 
fund; and you can also donate to a special project, such as the Christmas Party – all online in one transaction – check it out! Of course, you 
can also sign up for our automatic payment program, where your dues are prorated over the year and automatically deducted from your 
checking account monthly to the tune of currently, about $8 a month – and your membership card just appears every April with nary a 
thought on your part (I have done this since I became an Elk)! As a reminder, you are not considered to be an Elk in good standing while 
your dues remain unpaid. 

If you have any questions for the lodge secretary, please email them to lodge80secy@yahoo.com. In the meantime, stay safe and well!  

Secretary’s Corner 
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… Well, things are pretty quiet at the Lodge as we all 
shelter in place and try to stay healthy. That doesn’t 
mean things haven’t been happening though! Your 
House Committee and Trustees have been at work 
making things happen, trying to take advantage of the 
down time for the building. We got the Lodge Room 
carpet cleaned, and the old carpet removed from the 
coat room, hall, and card room, and new installed. It 
looks amazing. We also have the re-installation of 
our sign on the south side of the building lined up, as 
well as installation of lighting for our parking area. 
So once we open the doors, you should see some real 
improvements. We plan on doing a soft-reopening as 
soon as Health Dept guidelines allow, and that is not 
too far away ... As you are aware, Lincoln is manag-
ing the COVID outbreak very well, and while we 
don’t want to jump the gun, we do want to open the 
doors to the Pub as soon as we can. We may have to 
wait on Lodge Meetings, Dinners, and gatherings 
over 10 people for a while, but we can manage that. 
We want our Committees and activities back in ac-
tion, the Veterans program, Eagle Scout Flag Cere-
monies, and all the many activities we are well 
known for. Some events had to be cancelled, others 
pushed back and rescheduled. … As things unfold, 
we will use the Calling Post, and our Facebook page, 
as well as the Lodge Website, to keep you updated on 
the progress we are making. Once we get the Pub 
open, please come patronize it, we need to make up 
for lost ground … The Fish Fry has been postponed 
to a later date, but it will happen. Obviously we did 
not have the Spring Game for Concessions, but we 
will provide Volunteers for our two stands this fall, 
so be planning on helping volunteer at least a game or 
two … we need the help, and the income our Conces-
sions project provides … while you are at it, do your 
part to help the Elks and recruit new members. We 
need to grow, and now is a good time to do it. If we 
each brought in just one new member this year, we’d 
double our numbers … more hands make light work, 
and there are more people to enjoy, friendships to 
develop, things to do that way ... So come on down 
for a sandwich and a drink (as soon as we are open!) 
... See you (soon) at the Lodge ... be safe, be smart … 
be Elks ... 

Here goes Brothers and Sisters of Lodge 80, 

I’ll be writing my first message from my first Knight Chair. 

This station is dedicated to Brotherly Love. During these trying times we are all going 
through, it helps knowing that the Lodge is doing everything possible to keep us all safe! 
Although its been a hardship on us all, our love for each other will get us through this 
pandemic. 

I miss not having our regular monthly dinners, as I’m sure you are too. Hoping to get back 
to having them soon because they help pay the bills and keep our doors open. I personally 
miss the camaraderie at the dinners and seeing those we don’t at the Lodge at other times. 

A little humor to end this scribbling that was sent to me from my cousin: “If I die from 
touching my face (after doing all the stupid things I’ve done over my lifetime), I am going 
to be pi##ed!!! 

Remember, smile and help when you can, and WE WILL GET 
THROUGH THIS! 

-Larry Jurgens, Lecturing Knight 

I’ll bet you thought it was easy. Yeah, I know the ol’ adage: “Look before you leap.” But 
what’s that got to do with…you know…the incident??? 

Speaking of leaping, how’s it going now that you’re knee-deep in the stuff you brought on 
yourself? No, I don’t mean to ruin your afternoon. But…uh…it’s going to take some doing 
to get past what the boss expects of you. Have you even thought of your defense, or are 
you going to fly by the seat of your pants, so to speak? 

No, I’m not laughing at you, just with you. You’re in a pickle with no hamburger bun to 
slap it on. And you haven’t even planned how you’ll defend yourself. But seriously, why 
did you get yourself mixed up in something like this? Didn’t you know there would be 
payback on what you did, or is it another saying about: “You don’t reap what you don’t 
sow.” 

All I know is: this is serious business. More important than you know. You’ve got to take it 
seriously. How serious you’re asking me? Well, remember those tales of King Arthur and 
Sir Launcelot du Lake. We watched fascinated as knights tested their mettle in the Lists at 
Ashby not far from Camelot. 

And do you remember when Sir Launcelot became the knight champion for Guinevere, 
Arthur’s Queen accused of adultery? It was brutal, with each knight bearing 70 pounds of 
armour, plus their armoured horses. The point is: rightness or wrongness was decided in 
that trial by combat. 

Your hearing may not be a test of chivalrous mettle, but it will help you restore honor to 
the agency, and integrity for you. 

As your main man, take it easy. Compile your defenses and…of 
course…speak the truth. Let the Lord direct your way towards restor-
ing your righteousness. 

-Rev. Dr. William Jackson, Loyal Knight 
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...and now for the Quickies... Knight’s Tales 

We lost a friend, mentor, confidant, volunteer, officer of 
the law, coach, and team-mate on Friday April 3, 2020. He 
was a 50 year member of the Elks. Bobby will be missed 
by all. 

When you see his wife of 38 years, Suz, give her an elbow 
bump and a big smile. The Clinkenbeard family extends 
their deepest appreciation to the Critical Care nurses and 
doctors at St. Elizabeth Hospital, Bryan East Hospital, and 
Jill from Hospice. 

A memorial service is planned for a later date. 
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...Our Members... Committee Reports 

Membership Drawing: The membership 
drawing for the April 1st meeting was not 
held due to Officer Initiation. The April 15th 
meeting was canceled due to COVID19. 

Americanism: No Report.  
Boy Scouts: No Report. 
Drug Awareness: No Report. 
Girl Scouts: No Report. 
Hide Program: No Report. 
Hoop Shoot: No Report 
House Committee: 1) carpet installation in the card room, hall-
way, coat closet, and main entrance is complete and looks fantas-
tic! 2) Elks Night Out at the Salt Dogs is (tentatively) set for July 
25th. 
ENF: $22.03 as of 2/23/20. The 2019-2020 goal is $4.75. 
Membership: No Report. 
Lincoln Youth Football: No Report.  
Retention: No Report. 
Scholarship: Scholarship winners have been determined and are 
posted on our website. Congratulatory letters will be sent out soon. 
Soccer Shoot: No Report  
Social Community Welfare: No Report. 
Veterans Committee: No Report. 

Committee reports are minimal due to our meetings being abbrevi-

ated/postponed and held via phone/WebEx. Most Lodge activities 

are on hold due to COVID19 concerns. 

Sickness & Distress: 
John Vermaas - Health Concerns 
 
Deaths: 

Bobby Clinkenbeard passed April 3 

 

Members for Consideration: 

None 
 

Members Reinstated: 

None 

 

Members Initiated: 

None 
 

Hidden Number: April’s hidden number 
was 15924, Donald McGinnis, hidden on 
page 6 in the Nationals News article. 

The Jolly Corker Pub and Kitchen are open for lunch starting 
at 11:30 Tuesday - Saturday. Come join us for phillies, soups, 
shrimp, burgers, salads, and more! Soup is on from 4 - close! 
Remember that the Jolly Corker Pub closes at 8pm 

Tuesday - Thursday, Saturday. 9pm on Fridays. 

No food service after 7pm. 
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Exalted Ruler………... 

Leading Knight……… 

Loyal Knight…………. 

Lecturing Knight……. 

Esquire……………….. 

Inner Guard………….. 

Tiler…………………… 

Secretary…………….. 

Treasurer…………….. 

Chaplain……………... 

Trustee 1 Year………. 

Trustee 2 Year………. 

Trustee 3 Year………. 

Trustee 4 Year………. 

Trustee 5 Year………. 

Presiding Justice…… 

Harry Montag 

Dick Wolf 

Dr. William Jackson 

Larry Jurgens 

Heather Chesnut 

Justin Williamson 

Vicki Jurgens 

Laurie Montag PER 

Wauneta Peterson 

Maureen Sadler 

Gerry Miles PER 

Larry Schwindt PER 

Scott Schrage 

Randy King 

Milt Schmidt 

Amy Jacobsen PER 

2020-2021  

Elks’ Lodge #80 Officers 
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2020-2021 Committees 

Thank you to those who helped with folding the EOG for April! 

Remember, many hands make light work... 

Come down to the Lodge to celebrate your birth-
day! Present this coupon and have a free drink on 
us. 

(Coupon is good 2 days before your birthday, on 
your birthday, and 2 days after your birthday) 
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01 - Armitage, Christine 
       Muggy, Eddy 
02 - Schrage, Elliot 
03 - King, Allen 
05 - Ebeler, Eric 
08 - Hays, Walt 
09 - Becker, Mitch 
       Pesek, Jerry 
10 - Petersen, Rebekah 
        Schumacher, Colin 
11 - King, Kyle 
       Rodenbaugh, Craig 
12 - Rohn, Curtis 

13 - Kendle, Wade 
14 - Bergholz, Randall 
15 - Long, Mark 
17 - Clark, Chris 
19 - Sadler, Maureen 
21 - Strope, Randy 
       Stuthmann, Neil 
22 - Bratt, Larry 
       Lane, Sonny 
29 - Goodding, Marvin 
30 - Norton, Mary 

Did you see something missing? Was there 

something you want to announce? Did you have 

an advertisement that you wanted to add? Do 

you have pictures from a recent Lodge activity? 

Have suggestions or updates to share? 

Please! Contact the Editor at: 

Eog.lodge80@gmail.com with any tidbits you 

would like to see included in your Elk-O-Gram. 

Remember, if it’s important, let us know! 

Accident: Scott Schrage 
Activities: Harry Montag, ER, PER 
Americanism: Diane Dannelly 
Auditing: Jody Schrage 
Benevolence: Larry Bratt PER, PDDGER, 2VP 
By-Laws Changes: Chuck Meisinger PDD, PSP, PER 
Christmas: Larry Schwindt, PER, PSP 
Community Activities: Larry Bratt PER, 
PDDGER, 2VP 
Drug Awareness: Harry Montag, ER, PER 
Eagle Scouts: Randy King 
Elks Memorial Day: Larry Schwindt PSP, PER 
ENF: Larry Bratt PER, PDDGER, 2VP 
Flag Day: Dick Wolf 
Fraternal: Gerald Miles PER 
Gold Award: Randy King 

Gov. Relations: Troy Pedersen PER 
Hide Program: Larry Jurgens 
Hoop Shoot: Gerald Miles PER 
Indoctrination: Heather Chesnut 
Investigation: Larry Bratt PDDGER, PER, 2VP 
Membership: Larry Schwindt PSP, PER 
PER Association: Laurie Montag PER 
Public Relations: Harry Montag, ER, PER 
Ritual: Larry Bratt PER, PDDGER, 2VP 
Scholarship: Laurie Montag PER 
Soccer Shoot: Chris Clark 
Standing Relief: Laurie Montag PER 
State Major Projects: Larry Schwindt PSP, PER 
Veterans: Luann Hamilton 
Youth Activities: Laurie Montag PER 
Youth Football: Scott Schrage 

Elk-O-Gram Editor’s Note 

Articles Due: May 21 

Deadline is ALWAYS midnight of the Thursday after last 

meeting of the month! 

Articles can be sent to Maureen Sadler at: 

eog.lodge80@gmail.com 

All past issues, lodge information, and more can be seen at: 

www.elks80.org 

Created and managed by Webmaster Larry Klein 

Happy May Birthdays! 

As most of you know, Grand Lodge 
has been postponed until August. I 
have the information about hotel ac-
commodations if anyone is interested. 
If so, please send me an email. 

I am planning on trying to get a video 
chat room set up for our May meeting. 
I will be in touch as soon as I get the 
technology figured out! 

Stay safe, stay healthy! 15805. 

Peace I leave you with; peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid. 
Let my perfect peace calm you in every circumstance and give 
you courage and strength for every challenge. John 14:19. In 
love, Diane Zabokrtsky   (dianezabokrtsky@gmail.com) 

Next Meeting: May 26th, 6pm (tentative) 

DOES Dispatch 

21 Days to Stay Home and Stay Healthy 

During this critical phase, our State Governor Pete Ricketts is ask-
ing everyone to follow these six rules to keep Nebraska healthy: 

1) Socially distance your work. Work from home or use the six-
foot rule as much as possible within the workplace. 

2) Shop alone and only shop once a week. Do not take family 
with you. 

3) Help kids follow social distancing. Play at home. No group 
sports. And no playgrounds. 

4) Help seniors stay at home by shopping for them. Do not visit 
long-term care facilities. 

5) Exercise daily at home or with an appropriately socially-
distanced activity. 

6) Stay home. No non-essential errands and no social gatherings. 
Respect the 10-person limit. 
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Please welcome our newest Elks, Katherine Bohling, Michael Truka, and Jody Schrage! They 
were initiated into the Lodge in February 2020. 

Susie Brown, PER Laurie Montag and Scott Schrage at the F St Community Center. Susie is on 
the far left and is the founder of the We Can Do This Project. 

Emilie Sadler helps fold the 
EOG for April (with a little help 
from Grandpa Randy King). 
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Please support those 
who support your 

Elk-O-Gram! 

Want to advertise? 

Contact Randy King 

for more information! 



Visit www.elks.org/enf to see how you 
can make a difference. 

 

Online Donations: You can now   
support the ENF at any time of day 

from the convenience of your own 

home. To make your gift, go to 

www.elks.org/donate. 

Lodge 80 GOAL: $4.75. As of 2/23/20: $22.03 

Don’t forget to look for the member number in this issue. If you find yours, call the Lodge for your prize! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

All activities are 

subject to  

cancellation or 

postponement. 

    1 2 

3 4  

Lodge Closed 

5 6  
Lodge Mtg 
TBD 

7 8 9 

10  
Mother’s Day 
TBD 

11  

Lodge Closed 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18  

Lodge Closed 
19 20  

Lodge Mtg 
TBD 

21 22 23 

24/31 25  

Lodge Closed 
26  
DOES TBD 

27 28 29 30 
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